Interpretation Request Form and Instructions

Interpretations 

Requests for interpretations shall be submitted or confirmed in writing to the Secretary of C63.who shall forward the request to the appropriate subcommittee chair. Requests for interpretations addressed to ANSI shall be referred to the Secretary of C63, since official interpretations of American National Standards shall be made only by the accredited standards developer responsible for maintenance of that standard.

An interpretation provides meaning to a clause, phrase, or sentence when it is open to more than one reading or is ambiguous. An explanation does not attempt to resolve ambiguities, but tries to elucidate the reasons for a particular concept or approach.

Upon receipt from the secretary of C63, the subcommittee chair shall screen all such requests to separate those that require formal interpretation from those requesting an explanation. 

The subcommittee chair shall prepare explanations in the manner it deems practical and send them to the party initiating the request. A copy of the explanation shall be kept in the subcommittee chair’s records for consideration in any revisions or amendments to the standard.

If the subcommittee chair identifies the request as a requests for an interpretation,   he shall  forward the request  to a designated interpretations subgroup of the subcommittee.  The subgroup shall consist of a chair and recording secretary and the size shall not exceed 5 members with three the preferred size.  It is suggested that the subgroup shall be comprised of members of the working group that were involved in the drafting of the document for which the interpretation is requested. 

The subgroup shall prepare a draft response. That draft interpretation shall be circulated within the designated interpretations subgroup and transmitted to the party initiating the request only after it has met the consensus  of the interpretations subgroup and with the approval of the chair of the subcommittee who also retains a copy for the record and for consideration as an amendment to the standard for the inclusion in the next revision.

 Interpretations  and  explanations shall be developed in a timely fashion A copy of the interpretation or explanation shall also be forwarded to the Secretary of C63 together with a list of members of the interpretations subgroup (for interpretations) for the C63 permanent project files.
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